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Description of the District

The District Plan applies to the whole of the District's territorial boundary area. The District covers
some 225,000ha that extends from the MHWS of Pegasus Bay in the east to the Puketeraki Range
in the west. It is bounded to the north by the Hurunui District and from the middle of the Waimakariri
River southwards by Christchurch District and Selwyn District.
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The whole District sits within the takiwa (territory) of Ngai Taahuriri. The District Council
acknowledges Ngai Ttahuriri as mana whenua in the District and their history and values are
outlined in the Tangata whenua/mana whenua chapter.

The close proximity of Christchurch District influences growth and development patterns in the
District. A large portion of the District is flat land used for farming primary production’. More recently,
smaller rural properties have established for those wanting to live near Christchurch District but
within a rural area. The north-western portion of the District is hill and high country including Mt
Oxford, Mt Richardson and Mt Thomas. Much of the high country is conservation estate and is a
dominant feature of the western landscape.

' Hort NZ [295.2]. Overarching Matters and Part 1 s42A report.
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Some 80% of the population is located in the eastern part of the District which contains the largest
towns of Kaiapoi, Rangiora and Woodend/Pegasus. Oxford is the largest town in the west of the
District. A number of smaller settlements are located within the District, including Cust, Sefton, and
Ashley and the beach settlements of Waikuku Beach, Woodend Beach, The Pines Beach and
Kairaki. Large lot residential development (formerly known as ‘rural residential’ and zoned
Residential 4A or 4B) is mainly located in areas zoned for that purpose in locations including
Mandeville North, Fernside, Ohoka, Clarkville, Swannanoa, Loburn, Waikuku, Waikuku Beach,
Ashley, Waiora Lane, West Eyreton and the outskirts of Oxford.

A range of natural hazards affect the District, some of which may be exacerbated by the effects from
climate change. These hazards include flooding, fault rupture, liquefaction and coastal inundation.
Some areas are more susceptible than others to natural hazard events, and it is important to
improve the District’s resilience to natural hazards and mitigate or avoid exposure of people and
communities, property and infrastructure to the risk of natural hazards.
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